Pursue decisions w.th your heart

Dear Freshman Self,

You're 17, six time zones from home, living in a so-called
“triple” in the Freshmen Annex at St. Ed’s, watching upper-
classmen supervising cockroach races in the hallway, and
wondering what the next four years have in store. Take my
word for it, you'll soon fall in love with this place, even on
hot days with no air conditioning. As grezt as your freshman
year is, sophomore year gets even better as ND will admic
women! You'll be intimidated by che lopsided male-female
ratio, and be hesitant to ask these women for dates, fearing
rejection, buct just do it To your surprise, they'll say “Yes"™!

Pursue 2 major with your heart, not your mind, and
later do the same when choosing a career. If you enjoy your
work and homework (most of the time, anyway), you'll en-
joy your life’s journey more, plus you'll be more successful
as a result.

If a professor is outstanding, take kim or her for more
courses, as you'll remember the lessons best that you
learned from a reacher who engages and inspires you. Given
your many years studying The Baltimare Catechism, you're
not thrilled with the two-theology course requirement bur
take the opportunity to study another faith at Notre Dame,
like Islam. Ir will help you in business and in your personal
life and contribute to your understanding of the world.




A Notre Dame education is a blessing and usually leads
to a good white-collar job after graduation. Use your sum-
mers to get your hands dirty working alongside blue-collar
workers. You'll acquire a special appreciation for the diffi-
culry of their work and what these strong people do for our
country and econamy. .

Set high life goals. Work hard. Don't settle for medioc-
rity. Strive to make a difference in the world.

Have fun and develop real friendships. The memories
of the fun you had together will strengthen the bond you
feel with true friends made, and these reflections will pro-
vide a valuable nutrient for your mind and psyche through-
out your life. .

And finally, you'll snicker about Notre Dame alumni
and how silly and fashion-challenged they are as they walk
around campus on football weekends in their garish green,
blue and gold, and you'll swear you'll never look like that.

I've got some really bad news for you...
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